Articles on the economic benefits of pedestrian areas

Todd Litman "Economic Value of Walkability" http://www.vtpi.org/walkability.pdf see the extract below.

Economic Development refers to progress toward a community’s economic goals,

including increases in economic productivity, employment, business activity and

investment. Walkability can affect economic development in several ways (LGC, 2001).

Retail and employment centers are affected by the quality of their pedestrian

environment, particularly in urban areas and resort communities. 

The popularity of retail malls, suburban office campuses, and pedestrian-oriented resort communities are indications of the high values that consumers place on pedestrian environmental quality.  

A shopping center or office complex may become more economically competitive if walking conditions improve. Pedestrianized commercial districts (“Mainstreets”) can be important for urban revitalization, although they must be carefully implemented to be effective (Tyler, 1999; Bohl, 2002; “Downtowns,” VTPI, 2004).

"Car-free districts and Pedestrianized Streets"  http://www.vtpi.org/tdm/tdm6.htm  see the extract below

Pedestrian-Oriented Commercial Areas
Pedestrianized commercial districts (“Mainstreets”) can be important for urban revitalization, although they must be carefully implemented to be effective (West, 1990; Robertson, 1990; Tyler, 1999). They can help create a lively and friendly environment that attracts residents and visitors. Some are closed to motor vehicle traffic altogether, or during some time periods, such as evenings or weekends, while others use traffic calming design strategies to control traffic speeds and volumes (Boyd, 1998).

 

Retail areas often subsidize vehicle parking on the assumption that customers need to drive to make large purchases. This may sometimes be true, but not always. A study of consumer expenditures in British towns found that customers who walk actually spend more than those who drive, and transit and car travelers spend about the same amounts.

Pedestrian streets should have good access to public transit and parking. Mid-block walkways and buildings open to through public traffic should be developed and enhanced as much as possible.
The Economic Benefits of Walkable Communities http://www.lgc.org/freepub/community_design/factsheets/walk_to_money.html  see extract below

Walkable downtowns with a mix of restaurants, offices and housing promote interaction.  Interaction is key since the new economy thrives on accessibility, networking and creativity.

…pedestrian-friendly town centers have proved to be an economic boon. 

The city credits the pedestrian improvements, as well as economic development

incentives,with the 60 new businesses, the drop in the vacancy rate

from 18% to 6%, and the 30% increase in downtown sales tax revenues

since work was completed in 1997.

CBDs in Canada http://www.vtpi.org/downtown.pdf  see extract below

Are Downtowns Dangerous?

Downtowns and nearby neighborhoods often seem unattractive. They are associated with social problems such as poverty, crime and conflict. This suggests that urban redevelopment may be harmful and urban sprawl beneficial. To analyze this issue it is important to distinguish between density (people per acre) and crowding (people per room). For example, high-priced high-rise apartments have density…  However, there is no fundamental reason that downtowns cannot be overall safe and pleasant environments…

Improve Walkability

Once people arrive downtown they walk between destinations, pedestrian-oriented street environment is one of downtown’s important to protect and enhance downtown walkability.

Norwich, England and the town centre is made pedestrian friendly http://society.guardian.co.uk/societyguardian/story/0,,2032674,00.html
"Traders didn't like the idea at first," Loveday recalls, "so we did a three-month trial and found that pedestrian flow increased by 300% at peak times." Result: no further objections from retailers.
http://www.iog.unc.edu/pubs/electronicversions/pg/pgfal00/article4.pdf 

This contains some detail on smart growth and page 6 Citizens and visitors flock to Hickory’s pedestrian mall during Oktoberfest in North Carolina

The Slow Streets movement  http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=1861  contains guidelines for  future streets.

The streets of the future could also be less confusing. Signs, bins and bollards all have a role but too many can amount to clutter. Mounting street lights onto buildings…

Finally, streets should not just be designed to accommodate the movement of motor vehicles - they should also be spaces for playing and community fun, like street parties. Well-designed streets can encourage informal meetings between neighbours and build and strengthen communities by providing space for all kinds of activity. In the future our traffic spaces will become social spaces.
Reclaiming city streets for people - Chaos or Quality of Life? 

www.udrzatelnemesta.sk/uploads/streets_people.pdf  (6Mb to download, but well worth it)
EC handbook on strategies for cities to reallocate streets from transport to other uses (eg pedestrians) with case studies of successful examples.  The challenge facing urban planners and politicians in many European towns and cities is that of balancing the demand for increasing personal mobility with the need to respect the environment and provide an acceptable quality of life for all citizens. This handbook illustrates the concept of traffic evaporation using case studies from a selection of European cities. The case studies demonstrate the importance of well planned integrated strategies, combined with effective public consultation and communication. 
Once freed from domination by car traffic, reclaimed urban spaces can become accessible, vibrant ‘living’ places.
